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EDITORIAL

Thia time rourd Vector bas & new look and we would like
the nsmbere to tell us how they like it. Unfortunately, es
we are ptill judgaing the soats of the new method we have had
to out down a 113tla and there are nnly two pegem of lettera
tnie time. Thess are the first whioh were received when the
lant ismue of Vector came out - all thoae received later are
being held cver.

But telking of lettera, Erio santcliffe's article onFPal~
onicy nas sparkad off a corvespopdence, as readers will aee
by tha letter ocolusm. This iz as it should be ~ the journal
should help to apark off scientifile discupsions among the
readere and help (o further the cause of sciencefiction and
1t will aiso hesp to kesp an interesting letter cclumm going.
It will alsc aid the protessiopal editors by keeping them in
touch with what sort of story or article is currently wanted
by the roeaders of their magaainea. Ho a letier aclusn whiah
engages in ecientifio dlecussion serves a double purpose. It
heips to kesp readers intereated and gives professional adi-
tors amd writers an idea of what the reading public wants. I
would like to mention one thing, though. And that is to try
and keaap your diacuepions in layman's languege as sch me is
possible. The readera want to e illuminated by science not
biinded by it.

The B.S.P.A. has now been in existence for twe years s
despite teething troutlas {plus the sicknesn at cne time of
twn of the offi{cimla) it im gradually bullding itseif up. In
fact, it has now gathered into ita fold mot only what wa call
“fana®, but m2eo othera with & deep and sincere intereat 1n
aciencefiction. The Aaagciation can =~ and ehouid - ba a way
of bridging the gap bet thoes thusiaste who are "fans*
and those who are not. fThe B.8.P.A, ¢an keéep in touch with
the actaive ones and ba a8 means of i1nkreducing paseive oexbers
ints the activity of the "fan" worid ahould they wish ta be
& participent., FKFor the member who daes not wish to becoms a
rfan the Association 1a e method whereby he can be kept up=to
date with the 5.F. world. Thie is one of the main reasons
why Vectar muat rémain on & talrly eeriocud level. It 1s
4 “fansine” and should not be regerded am auch, The “fans
have their own amateur magezinesa. but Vector is for the Tan’
and non=-fap alike.

Any nominees 1or the orrieial postes should keep thie in
mind apd slenc b warnad that the B.S,P.A. can take up quite
& 1o¢ of tims. The possibaiity that club mctivities and the
publiebing of m reguiar amatsur magarine may have 1o be put
by while in office should be considered. Trying to do mll
three can be a atrain that may be unsyus,ected until it ie al-
-most $00 late. Wy OWwn opinion {and i1t should de remembered
that thie ie my opinion and no one eloe’s ae rar a¢ I know)
te that the beet type or orficial is an Active member, but
one not too deeply involved in other projscts. The main i
to remember ie that rirst cons.deration in everything mustbe
given at sll times to Association ceabers. After all, they
pPay to belong to the B.3.F.A. apd heve that right. 1t the
new officilale nesd help there ap: pmany exparienced mnenbers
within the Asscication wil: will be guite willing to offer
assistance. .wws¥er, this is rfor the menbershlp iteelf to
decide at tne Annual Gensral heéting at Baater.

Best wianes ¢o all of you and to the rfuture of the B.S.
F.A. ana 1 hope to 646 a goodly number of you this Eagter.

Ruberta Gray,
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SECRETARY S
REPORT

213 I8 THE lest 1smaus of ¥YECTOR to be produced by the osurrent
editars and the last in which I ashall be dolng tie Secratary's Report.
Firat of all, I shauld like to thank 21} those members and non-mambera
who have helpad out with the work over the laat heatic manths. Soxme
bava cranked the duplicmtor hsmdla and eothera have callatsd through
the night, 411, however, deserve a iributs hara,

1% has bhesn & complaint amongst mexhers that pssat imsuas of
YECT™R have lpoked tgo wuch 1iks fansipes and not snough like ‘official
argena', In respones t0 thim, we have nttempted t¢ ra-deeigzn thim
nagaziae. The pize of the type may poomidly bs a bit harder oa your
eyesn than previously - but it the asms mathed of profuction is used
next tima, ths type will be Iargar. %o think this jissue is an
improvement on earlier impsues - hope you think se, tao.

A7 the poment it im atill in the bhalmnce whather or not this
iaaua will be out in time for the Coavention. Illnese sesaza to have
dogged our footateps more than neual. Here it is, less thaz s
fortnight before Easter and the Seerstary ips dowp with *fliu. Just
in cass I dop't turn up - bhappy comventiom to you sll. Mike Moorcock
ia aleo mick., He's had tn make gaveral visitm to hompital recently.
Ha ia carrently a8 trifle paasimistic about being amble to attand the
Com. Ontll recemtly omly dogged determvinstion hes Xept him gaing on
the praduction of Vector.

XNE¥ Mamders are duly welcomed, Just recently thars has hean »
risa in membership. V¥hich praves something, I think.

Capdidates for Editor currently standing ere Cerald Nosdell
(who 1w producing the Conventionm prograxme thia year), Jahn Fhillifent
apd Jimmy Grovam. Thers 1a a rumour that Bon Beunett may etand for
Ssoratary. Z21ls Parker im etanding, 1 baliave, alse, Bither af thees
paople wonld make idenl secrataries. The voting will take plmce at
the dnnua)l General Meetiag of the B.S.F.i. or Sunday 17th April {during
the Easter Con).

CONGRATULATIONS tc Ean and Pam Bulmer on the birth of their
deughter Deborah Louisa shoae birthday wap March Tth., I was alsa
very pleceed to hear of Terry Jeevas' engagepent 1o Nlaa Valerie
Willimms. Good luck to you bath!

ind Good Luck, mlmo, to the pext Secretary and other future
B.5.2.4, committes memhers, You'll probably fipd the woerk hard -
but 1it's worth 1%t

NEY KEMBER: N.167 MOORCOCE, M. J0, Renhill ®ood Rd., 3UTT0N, Surrey.



-5-

ESC'JPIS’M and
- FARTASY

The February, 1959, number of +.S.P. contsined an edi-
torinl by John W. Campbell indignantly denying that 5F wmas
"epecapist® snd, incldentully, cundemning "Fantesy"- rather-
proclajming that ©,3, publir apinion 4id so. (I fancy J&®C,
in his heart, regrets "Unknown iorlda”™ more than he careg
to admit in public!).

Shortly befors that, J.P. Patrisio in Vector III wrote
that year's beat book was definitely fantasy, his choice
being Tolkein'm trilogy "The Lord of the Rings". In Vector
1V James Groves put in g claim for the "Conen™ and "Jirell
of Joiry® esries, These, combined with my own recent read-
ing of "The Lord of the Ringa™, and aleo the omnidue volume
of ths worka o6f Charlea Fort, grinding around insids my
bratn-pan, finally produced the following article.

JWC mew fit tg use "sscapigt” in a limited mense- that
of getting away frow unpleasant reality. The quiet level -
hesded gentleman who is the BRBSFA'e treasurer said the last
word to his in » recent letter: "®¥hether S-F ip ascapist,
or not, I read it mainly for escapiat remsona", which, I
should =ay, ia true for most of us,shether we 1like (o admi
1t or not.

Science Piction is, howsvaer, escapist 4m another way
wentioned by Charlee Port, but which moat people mesm to
ovarlook in theae days.

How wany openings arw left, in these days, far a real-
ly rumbuatious and independent epirii?

In Elisabethan times the "younger saona of younger hra-
thera™ joined@ the company of merchant venturera overdaas.
The Engliah Puritana of 1620 onwaerd moved dodily overecas
wnen conditions at home bacams intolerable ta their faith,
and at almoat the esme time, mary Duteb Protestants, ances-
tors of the mcdern Boers, moved to the Cape of Good Hopa to
be Joined there, thrae-—quartera of & century later, hy many
Tranch Huguenots, after the revacatinn cf the Bdict af
Kantea.

The wimfit in the BEamtern ‘inited Statems in the 18th or
early 19th century moved "Waat®™ o0 the frontier where a man
could do as he saw fit without being hedged in and frustra-
ted by hia neighbour‘s vented interest and deaire for petty
comforta. From Britain pacple amigrated to Cansada or ta
Auntralasia. Central Buropsans went to thae U.S5.A. ¢r South
imerice, (At one time more than 10¥ of the mhite population
of Chile waa Garman.)

Tocday ~ where can the adventurer ga?
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The 0S4 13 filling up rupidly with the children of 1te own in-
habitanta and ao {» Canada, Australsaia cannot teke more than sbout
another eighty willion ~-- barely two generations’ increase of the
English - apeeking British Coomonwealth. The only parts of africe
and South Americe not slready full mre theze with climates almoet
unbearsble t¢ the white race. The gres mpace and opportunities of
Borthern saia are open only to those who heve not only their daily
work but their daily thoughts subjected to a pitilesa dictatorship,

THE WOBLD 1S ALNMOS? PULL OP ABD WE HAVE NOXHERE TO GOt

Just how etrong thie instinct - to etart all over again in
a new land - really 1¢, is shown by the enormoua male &f bhocks
thet cetersd to it: the "frontier® novels of Penimére Cooper, and,
in the latter days, of Zane Grey and Hervey illen, with thair core
reeponding South African versions (Olive Sehreiner) and Auatralian
veraione (Beyd Csble) - The axploration fantesy tales of loet pesp-
lex end racep by Haggard, Conan Doyle, Merritt, ZE.Charlee Vivian
end many others.

How f&r thim pracees of depriving ua of any hope of any refuge
hae gene ia well shown by a paregreph in the Natienal Gecgraphical
Kagezine of sous months back, when an article giving an interia re-
port on the progrese of the International air Survey of the .mer-
icen Continent saidi

"¥hile the survey 15 not nearly complete it 13 coertain no nid-
der Inca, Maya or any othar Indian eity oatill awaits discovery. Any
auch obJject w%ould have been detepgted and photographed already.®

Now - the only place left for ue, where we o0an get away from
the atifling ¢ivilieed 'security’ arount us is off the earth. Small
wondar mers and mire people are beginning to remd S-P, It holdae out
the only prozise of refuge from local frustration,

And now we coma to Fentasy, Why fantmey flouriehees in Britain
and not in the USA - though U.S, ham given ue cove of ite asstera,
such as Marritt, Lovecraft and Clerk sshton Smith to name omly thrse
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- J do not pretend to guesa, I do not know enough sbout the U.d.
Here, i1n Great Britain, fanteoy commande the beat talent at the
mpment, am witness the level of SCIBNCE PARTASY, both ae literature
and ne imaginative writipg, ms coopered with its bedfellow KE¥
WORLDS dealing with *pure’ 5-P,(I hope that Ted Carnell'e awitching
of SCIENCE FABTASY to 'rather more genuine Science Fiction' ien't a
ptep backwardsl)

I beliave that the raascn for thie ia that “pure™ S-7 baa uau-
slly concerned 4tmealf toa little with woral and e¢thical themes and
probleon,

Bere 1 picture & large progortion of wy resdership boundimg to
ite colleetive feet and screaming ‘We don't want 5-F usad for pras-
chingt!

Sor do I,but the book that dues pot preach may have the harder
impact for that very fact. Thare naver wne & harder blow etruck for
s womsn's right to live her own emotional mand intellectual 1life
than "Jane Eyre* though Charictite DPBrontea never mentioned these
things at all, She put Jane's torzent on paper and laft tha rasder
to think it over,

Where theae themes appear in 'pure' S5-F,their handling etrikea
pe as wachinse-made, though there have teen aomn very fine except-
ionm, Poul Aanderson's "The Helping land” was one of the earlieat
follomed by e brillisnt group in late 1955 and 1956, Budry's 'fThe
Byscutionexr', Eric Prank Russell'e "Einor Ingredient®, 8ilverbarg's
"Sound Decimion” and Heimlein's two meriala "Double Star® end "Cit-
isen 6f the Galmxy". All theme appeared in ASP, which then cesaed
to follow thia particular train. The torch was carried on however
with, if anything, increesed brightness tn XEW WCRLDS, James ¥hite
taking the lend with “Tableau”, the three *Jector GCenaral' tales
hitherte publisnhed amnd, to a lesser degree, "The ldeal Captain®™,
Sellings ucoring a deuble with "Freeh Start” and "The Outstretched
Band", while killiaz Temple, Peter FThillipa and Brian W.ildles con-
tributed one each, with "The Different Jaomplexion®, *FAext Stop the
Noon™ and "The Towsrs of San Ampa" reapectively,
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Rope of these, however, manage to gat the tremendoua impact
that sope of tbe acknowledged PRantasy tales do - John Brunner’s
*Barth is but a Star" for example, beats all,

Perbeps the most atriking thing asbout all these telee 14 that
8ll the heroes are so peculiarly unheroic. Thie, in my omr opinion,
is where the Conan tales have their waakest point, Conan - like the
person whoo I suspect o have been his spiritual anceator, John Ca-
rter Sarlord of Mars -~ admittedly does good ta many is hia toreo-
cleaving exploite, but more or leses by cbance. He 13 prineipally
gut to enjoy himaelf and he does,

In this cobnection we Day remsgber of tha 2¢at swaahbuekling
hero of all tims, R.L. Stevenson’s alan Breck Stawart who telle the
plain, domneto-sarth levid gdalfour: "To be feared of a thing and
then to do it none the lesea ie what makes the prettieat kipd of
wap!"

And in some of the finest fantasy talea we find juat thia: Dr,
fansoo the elderly philologist in C.S.Lewls' *Perelandrs" raslieing
with borror that be must, in person, rigbt teotb and nail {(in the
mo=t literal =mepse) to kill the devil - poeseseed thing which was
once the physicist Weston. Conway, the pacifist docter in “"Sactor
Cenersl” forcing himself to shoot 8 magagine-full of exglosive bul-
Tets irto the terrified bdeing which is wrecking the whole hospital
in ite blird penic; Sam Camgee, the three-foot-high Hobbit in "The
Lcrd of ths Ringe® whoae 1deal ie to get home angd enthusiussticully
terd hiw garder, armed with rothing but & dagger, bendirng ever the
aceaingly lifeless body of his maater to take the magie ring whiceh,
re koows, Dbrings overcastering danger to the bady and soul of ite
wearer then sturdily trying to get through the defencea of a caatlse
gerrisoned with eresturea far stronger and more war-like than him-
celf. A}, *l'ese are exeapliss that re@ain longer in the memary from
the very fact taat the protagonists are in n¢ wey hereoic, but are
every whit ap terrified as we curselves sbould certainly be,

The average of wankind is no great ahakes mcrally, He ia vau~
ally good enough 10 recognise the truly great when he seqanm it eond
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to follow by such fitIul and dim lighte as are grunted him., It 1e in
Pantaay L(hat we find the bast of these cxamples, euch as we may be
proud to follow.

'Doe' Weir.

THEU.S=MAES.

A to E
TERRY JERVRS

GALAXY MAGAZIRE,...,. Fedbruary 1960

THE MEBTING OF THR MINDS (3heckley) An alien life form capable of
controlling other bodies (animal, vegatadble, or what-~have-you
gete to Barth, Tuckily (for tha atory) point of view, it geta
oracking ouo a emall 1sland, where it enlists birde, hornats and
snakee to snare 3 handful of humans before sttacking the asin-
lapd {Why didn't it take over a fish?) After tHe usual malarkay
the bumans fipish it off. Rating C.

THE O4Y THE ICICLE WORKS CLOSED {Pobl) Thim hes s few interssting
giomicka (such as body-biring) but apart from « planelary met-
ting, thi» ia bamically the 0l¢ squeess play to holater prices
and cerner the lolly. Baturally, the hero gats ths girl ....
Bating D.

CRYING JAG {3imak) allan and robot vieit Barth. The aliem geats
kettled on ash stories,but this cures thes paychosea of the sob-
bere. Socoo, we aak Tor more robocte and aore aliens, This ap-
parently ila bad, becaune we end up without psychoeea, Puany in
parta ,,. Bating C,

DIBATE'S WISHER {Wannameker) A telepath is celled in to find the
plans (and later to destroy) of & telekinmetic character capable
of mentally msnipulsting fusion reactions ( How did Campbell
visa this one?). After a 1ot of running around with words, he
guoceeds. Eartb is aafe again,,. until the next one, Rating C

TRE FUSE MAN (St. Clair) One of thoae futuriatic salemnen who uasd
his time machine to yall stuff in Bgypt, but dide't quite make
hie fortune, The Nuse gadget ie a bit more than s time machine,
but not endugh %o warrapt a stary ... Bating F.

DUMBWAITRR. (Stawers) A swugglar brings in e life form which ap=

parently grante wiahes. He ia Imced with a b1ll for everything,
when it le revaaled that the 1ifa form only teleporte the Ob-



lects froo the nesreat showcase, Ho hum ,,, Bating B.

SOMETHING BRIGRT (Handerson) Visitars frew another dimepsion
{living in & slud sarem) finally find their way home... as told
by a ¢hild witness ,,, and it might ¢vea hsve been the child
who wrote it. inywey, it's been Jone umpteen times before ...
Hating F.

EAST IN THE MORKING (Fisher) Henry turne out to be immortal ....
finally be finds & woman who ia likewise, Very cosy. Another P

SUCCESS STORY (Goodele) 4 win-drafted statiaticisn finally lesrne
the Army (alien-type) ropee... if you can‘t 11¢k a racket, join
it. He ends up in charge of Earth suparvision, and &lso head
0% the fiepigtance povement. Quite interesting ... Bating C,

THE TROCBLEMAKBRS (G.D., Smith) A Spaceforce Cadet has an 1des
{which he im t0lé 1@ umelasa) and faces all acrte of appesition
Yo prove it. A highespirited girl refumses to knuckle under to
the Gepetice Divisien, Haturally, they elope {in a apace abkip
pomersd by the IDBA which was Bo good), Asm in other talem, that
was why they had been pushed about by everyone, ae they are
verfuct colonjaing typea ,,, Bating C.

THE LADY ®WHO SAILED THE S0UL {C.Smith) Don't esk me why an inter-
stellar eall-sbip geta called & moul, but the thewe of this
piece of tresh, 1ia& eimply that o dameel lovee a young/old man
who haa sailed between the mtare. To win bim, she doea & aimilar
trip to make heraelf young/old, Nore ¢rud .., Bating E.

DOE'T LOOK ROW (Rubin) Advertising is taking over Awerica. gdere
and hergine fight 1t. You never find out if they win, because
they escaps to Good 014 BEnglapd, wnhich doean't have the sams
problem, because the Quesn wouldn't allow it, This runs well ia
parta, but never geta snywhere ip the loang rubo ,,, Barely C,

CORDITION OF EMPIOYMENT (Simek) Cast off epaceman wanta %o gat
bhome to Mers, and will tackle any work to get thers. He gete
there, and is opce ggain re-conditioned, aa now he wmants ta get
back to Earth, hls real hotms. Wbich ia Simek's ideas of the only
way you'll get spacemen inte apace ... Bating B.

THE AIRY SBRVITOR (St. Clair) More Wude-type rubbiah, whereinm the
gadget operates by thought waves, does nasty things to the aot-
ber~ip=-lew, and earmns the Nuse aan & poke in the noase. A fine
example of the modern type of crude sequel ,,., mOre crude ,,..
Rating P,

SOLID SCLUTION (Stamars) a ‘genius’ has s gadget to ministuriae
people (2nd make 'em work for bim), A student getwm 1t ta use
for colonising the plenets, and inoldentally, overthrews the

baddy. The gadget never ringe trus, and has more holes than
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the cryamtal lattlce intended.... Eating D.

THE POWER (Brown) wherein e naety-type finde he oap ordar pecpla
to drep dead, and they will obey. Very logicel, and MR ONCE,
HO? expanded to the death of g novelette ... Rating B.

Which diaposea of Galaxy. To forsatall coamanta ta the sffeet
that I've been too hard on the stories, let me make a few things
olear.

1. I am now boying Galaxy sheerly from babit, in order te pre-
aerve a full file. Otherwise, I wouldn't touch it,

2. NOT OBE af the atove stories had anything near a new plot
twint, let alone a new plot, The only pomsidle axaspiion
was ' The Fomer'.

3. 411 but one, wsre severely overpadded with atatic - type
wordage.

4, All but one, bad the aame lighi-hearted, elick-aick wey of
presentation, Definitely a magesine for non—thinkera.

54 I forecaat an early danise for Galaxy,

ASTOUNDIBG SCIBECE PICTION ..... Dacembar 1959

THRE DESTROYERS (Sarrett) A feudal planet im 11barated by Earthmen
and the feudal-type alaves don't know what to do with freedem,
and don‘t want 1t ... I believe thiam ies & rather alocas parallel
with the liberation of America's negro slaves, and it dosen't
make for a bad yarn, apsrt from a weakish ending ... Bating Ce.

THE RIG PIX (8.0.Smtth) te agein on the eap wagon having obvicue-
1y dimcovered that ia the only way to sell his stories to asf),
This time, the problep 1a how to fix & horse race when telepaths
are normal in sociaty. The only interesting part being the
borae's name, wmhich are titlea of older {and better) etories
from AS¥ .., Bating D,

MATING FROBLEM® {invil) whersin ¢oloniats face problems of en-
vircnment, fliprtation and revange. They win out ... Bating €,

TBLL THE TRUTH {Tubb) A salesman 1e sent ap a chaspion to defend

Earth from logieal-type aliens. Ip Ruasell-iAnvil cirocumloartion
he foille ‘em.... Rating D.

THE BEST? LaID PLANS {Cole) Tresmon, dictatorsalp, and cenapiraey
all rolled into one. An eye Tor the juvenile market, amd ple-
nty of action aake this a decent type aerial. A oasxture of
Clements, Garret, without hie Silverberg, and worthy of = B,
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ASTQURDING ... Jenuary 1960,

THE BUREIEG RRIDGE (Anderson) 4 spacesbip full of colonimte (not
wanted oh Barth} is near the point of no-return, when it geta =
"Coma home, 81l is forgiven' message. Frohlem: what mhould the
captain do ” A spot of wurder and a faked tape allow him o
carry out his own idess. Give 1t C,

STRESS PATTERN {Sliverbarg) The usual all-powerful (or nearly so)
benevolent undercover agency push the good menr around until ha
finde be remslly wanta to join them anywsy. uhareupon he is in
1ina for one af their plum joba, The preaaant day veriation of
the gwineherd into prince routine ..., Rating D.

ATTENTION SAINT PATRICK (Leinster) One of thoae farcedly

otoriea about an Iriah-type rlanet, with dincasura {midge t-type)

which eat wetal. Snaskes eat the dinosaurs, but 3t. Patrick

didn't like snekes, 80 what will the Irieh Inapector think ¢

Pergaonally, I thought it a D,

ROSE BY OTHER MaM® (anvil) EO, thia time, ha's Tforgotien the

aliens, dut instead, warfare ia sverted, by the nisple mid of a

gadget which raises a vocal bhlack sgainat warlike words and

>

phreaes... each time new onea ore invented, the gadget nullifies
them, An intriguing concept im asmantics even If atretching
the a part of m-?f, ¢, but near B,

VIEXPOINT (Garrett) An interapting variant orn the tiwe travel
theme. The accent ia wore on what the traveller encountars
than on why and how he travels, bot these paointa are well hand-

led, unc agsin, it rates ¢, but very near B,

ASTOUNDING {Analog) Sclence fmct & Piletion ... Pebruary, 1960.

WHAT THE IEPFT HAND WAS DOING (Langaert) A pasecreat pai peociaty as
an undercover government hranch, has to gat a scientimt put of
the cluiches of the Chinege. » paji-man psuccesads with great
€asze,,. the gifficulty was abviously in weking it look difficult
to anyone with such powers. And of couree, we end with a Tew
Yeet of philosophy. Still, I'11 give it mn B,

THE CALIBRATED ALLIGATOR {Knox) concerns a pet alligator at the
luna base., To =avoid it falling foul of e 'No Pet' rule, it ba-
comes a lab project ... graws too big ... 1a unvelled as a naw
food acurce ... and shipped back to tarth, Strictly in the make
-meight-gadget clase, dut fuzany in parts. Rating C.

SUMMIT (Reynolde) Wherein summit meestings are revealad as meruly
fraternal meetings of the tOp men, who really know that war
can‘t be tolesrated, but that Dilitary preparedneee im a way ta
justify and maintsin a high production (and wastege) rats,
Strictly lightweight ... BUT it does admit the uneasy fact that

elumps follow wars for just that reason... mo, 1t earns & C,
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DUF PkOCES:s {Budrys) Unce agnin, ¥r. Hertsog, the travel agent of
Atlantis folis a plot... be ia 8q obvioualy in posaemsion of ell
the facts thet are laboriocusly hidden from everyonm e¢lse, that
the etory lecks any iwpect,snd you verely wonder how he bothera
to go through the motions..., Sick making. Rating D.

THE LEADER (Leinster) Told in the 'exchange of letters' wethod,
thia psi astory raggedly outlines the riae (and fall) af & su-
perman (bad-type) who contacted (mentally} e euperman (good-
type). Bitty, and E.

AFALOG ¥ACT AKT FICTION ... Warch 1960.

IMXORTALITY POR SOME (McIntosh) The top 10% of humanity, judged
on 8 Yalue to Community rating get 'Rebirth®. One man doean't
want it, fakes g murder to avoid it ... gete tried for hie own
murdsr, requessmta the death eentence to avoid 'Rebirth', proves
his innocence for mome unexpisined resmon, but atill wante
desth... ends up with 'Rabirth' that he doasn't want anyway,
becauae of his VTC. Intaresting but Feintless ,., Rating C.

IN CASE OF PIRE (Garrett) An Anvil type yarn, wmherein nsuratice
are psed to dickar with eliens, because they can't be twiated o
ansgily... gimmick point? Hah, the director is neurotic .....
Rating D.

SHOTGUN WEDDIKG (.nvil) Again the aliena, who see¢n s wized bunch,
neither good nor bad, try to unsettle ua by flogging chesp apy-
ray devices 0 undermine our mociety, Wa (naturally, aince
Abvil wrote it) prove to be too edaptable to unmettles, so the
aliens have to play ball our wey. Rating D.

THk BARRIER MOMENT (Sanders) + time machine will not go back to
an earlier time than the day it wam invented. The reaaon ia
quite =imp.e¢ ..., that day was the day af creation, and nathiny
can exiat before that.., the gimmick Creation toak place in
1851 ..... High grade Crud. Rating D.

TBATHYORLD (Harrison) Concludes a three part eerial. A gambler
{with poi powers, natch) finde himazlf on a very naaty plenet.
The aettlera are fighting a losing battle againet nature 1t-
2elf ... vearby, live some peaceful type mettlere, wha don 't
need to fight much a battle. The gambler usaes his pasi powers
to sort the thing out. The yarn aturts in high gear and eco-
ota excellently along until abuut halfway through where the
pace alackena a great deel (and lowers the mtory rauting). Even
a0, it makes for a gooed atory, and what I particularly likaed,
way the adult-type ending... the hero doesn't leave everything
aweoe tnass and light, but he admita thet there sare three poa-
pibilitiea, and leavaa the mettlara to chocame their awn aalvat-
icn. Hating B.
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Rather s acraggy load of atoriep this time, and they cer-
tainly point up to one thing. The American field is toitering
along under sheer inertia. Hearer home, prospecta geam much
better. New aorlds is rapidly forging ahead, and the only item
where the American product leada, is the general alicimeas of
style, This sbeer slicknesa, 1s all that carries many an
Agerican yarn these days ... once Hew woTld® has educatad its
general readerahip up to thie standard, it will ba 90% of the
way towards lezding the field. Ag &n example, imerican maga-
sines can afford to telk blithely about an FTL driva, or a
wan with pei-powers. 1 ixagine Ted Carnell omust wateh care-
fully for any such faamilierity in hig stories, since until such
thinge are familiar to the gensral reader, and not warely to
the fan, then the yarns will be Jdiscearded ae gibberiah, Sadly,
it must be mdaitted that an PIL drive slips wora smartly int
place, then an engine-driven generator, which produces three-
phasas ac, at 4374 volts, and with eech phase powering a multi-
aynchatron vibrator, The whole object bYeing to incresse the
available power to a point where the apeed of light may be ex-—
ceeded ... complete with & footnote explaining why the npeed of
light CAE'T ba sxceadad. Once we get paat that stage, Britiea
S-F will lend the market,

THE FUTURE THAT
1S PAST!———

B

B ol
scene from the
=% London Film Production
THINGS TO COME. 1936.
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The first of an irregular series
of articlea Adesaling with the art
af writing Science Fiction, }re-
pered for VBCTOR, by one who im,
hizmeelf, a writer and journalimt.

— DO GET INVOLVED

by Icarug

R

Severel writer friende of mins have 5 mutual problem, It is
the problem 0f a writer mho hes the sbility to visualiae much more
than he can actually coherently coomunicete.

However, once one realimes just hew it can be accamplished,
the problem ip relatively simple to gdlve; in the mein, at lennt.

This problem I have menticned ia often encounterad in writing
any kind of super-imeginative romance {particularly eciance-, cc-
cult- or theological-fiction and fantasy),

The danger not unrarely found in writing literature of the
typee 1 bave. listsd, 1e that one is liable to become obgesaed wmith
ana'a theme to the detriment of plot, characteriaation and amooth
communication ('etyle’, perhaps 7)., Many writers are inclined to um
thelr charscters merely es chess-pieces, alwayn resZuining detached
frow the geme,pleying it entirely with the intellect and neglecting
tha iwportant emotional aspectm necesssry in any story, The perfect
( I usa thies word in e reletive sanse, for the sakes of srgument )
story cowbinem the qualities of intallect end emption 1in almomt
equal dosas,

A close friend, & writer, recently had a problem -thle friend
was stuck amd had no idea how to handle an 1eportant in¢ident in
the developament of A novel, The incident invoived <the complete
dastruction of the material universe,

"O0h!™ they lamented, "How can I ever Jdesscribe the acaps of 1%,
the e¢normity, the ¢olosaal forces which come into play?"

Luckily, I could quite complacently enewer them on this part-
icnler point beceause at one time I had much the same problem myself,
There ia only one pomaible solution: "Work within your limitmtiorna?
Thism mesns three things; three elesente comprise these limitations,
but all three are completely, irrevocably, Ilinked. They are
1) The #riter; 2) Hia Hero; 5) The Reader.,

Thepe, then, are the limitsiions. The firest twc wmuzt, right

from the beginning, be one; n mriter muat approach hie central aan
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acter inm much the sabe way a3 an aetor spproeches the character he

im called upon te pley ~ the writer pust he hia character, think,
see, act like his character; have the some e¢emotionmal Influencew,
the saoe motivations, the sume ideals and the same pentality. o
not make the mistske, however, of letting your herq become yau -
the complete Teverse is necessary.

12 a writer describee acre than he cen fully visuelise, then
his cheracter (who is axperiencing, guppossdly, all that the writer
relates) bacames falise and unbalievable, the reader ceasee to iden-
tify himself with the hero - and blooey! - yau've loet a reader, a
hearer, 2 disciple even!

Bce, 1f e writer pute himsel?f caopletely im his herd'e ploce -
seas what the hera experiences within the hero's limitatians, then
the reader*'a credulity end understanding are not eiretched ta
breaking point; thua, your probiem is solved and you, cheracter ard
reader are satimfled,

A man witnemssing the destruction of the univerae mould nat be
able to absard a fraction of the total concept, he would be over-
powered by the whole import of what he was experiencing, Only
under cartain circumstances (which ehould be carefully stated
throughout in beth narrative and ¢ialogue) would he keep his sanity,

Row, 1 have taxen an extrebe 1llystratian in an asatteopt to
make @y poiat elsar, Obviously few peaple¢ are golng to be¢ concer-
ned with demtroying the entire universe when they write a story -
but tha baaics apply to almost any 'tricky' incident ageinst which
one Bay come.

These 'basica', of course, do apply to eny literary gepre and
ere gtrictly ccomon-mensge %0 eny writer warth his salt. However,
I heve known many people, capable craftsmen who knos the techniques
of their chosen profession inside out, who aeea to lose eight of
thia *ecommon law' and come unstuck when dealing »ith their descri-
ptione of certsin 'alien' visualiesetions and cancepta. This articls
iz an ettempt to help them by pauaing on which I bave lgarned thra-
ugh experience ae a writer and in the editarisl chair,

It im abmelutely necessary for you to become theroughly in-
volved inm your story - if you remsin detached, thep there jen't
wuch hope for either you or the atory - however brilliant, ariginal
and inwpiring your ideas, themes msnd plots way be.

Beccoe involved, that's the anuwer - particularly when you are
uncertain atout elements which you cannot ¢lesrly viauslise and
«hich you cannot posaibly hope to comsupnlcats ta your readsrs, It
you feal frustrated in this respect, try the remedy I have sugsented,
It works, end conveys much more, in tue long run, than it seems to
atate on the aurfece ( teking for granted, of course, that you sre

writing for comaone who reaga a3 story with more thap juet a ¢agual

eye).
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Steries damsling with phenomerna alien to ve, ontaide ovr general
soope and knowledga, are raraly perfact, They gensrally have one
imperfection anly, broedly epeaking, and this varles, Sometines
it is the plot (or non-exiatence of sape) which 12 lacking in some-
thing and thia is the lc¢ast important faator, There are many good
etories in exiastenca, in pll types of literary wedia, which aeenm
upon analyasie, plotieess. The warka of Thomas Mann { Disillueion-
mant) or John Steinbeck (Shining ‘Elrjlght] are hut two examples,

The occult novels of Charleg Williaws, which I enjoy, are gen-
érally bvesed on thet outhor'a own expeariance ¢f occult (paranoraal,
supernatursl, ete. take your choice) ocecurrences, and his themes are
powerful, important theoes, His characterieation is often goocd,
sovetines very good, but his plota (which in this caese, unfortunat-
ely, do exiat) are woclly and carfused. Here we sxparience Williams
the artist and intellect - but rarely Williema the craftaman. Thie
is one Iipperfecticn in otbherwise goad material,

Abrahse Kerritt (for all the strong influence Haggard ia sup-
pomed to heva had on hie writing) wrote The Sbip of Ishtar very wed
apd it 1a a sueceasful novel, an extension, Teslly, of thae Wlying
Datchman thewe, The Moon Pool wee olso very gocd, with mch wore
neaning and intensity behind it.

The Metal Konmter fpiled 20 & atory and sucoeeded =8 a acient-
ific/thaoretical treatise. It failed 9a o ptory beocsuse the con-
cept was impassible 10 put across without tha characters becoming
unreal, Charscters, hare, were imperfect.

On the other hand, part ot Ray Bradbury's wide appssl ( mlbeit
generally an emoticnal eppeal) 1a, I think, due to his ability to
Gegeridbe alien situations through the eyee of the fictional behold-
ers, whether they are terreetrial or non-terrsatrial; whether, for
thet metter, they are sene or insmne, Bredbury owea much to Bdgar
Allen Poe, in thie respect. Author-intrusion in the occroional Pred-
bury is immediately noticed (Jmgk-in-the-Box)® Thie criticiem can
equelly apply to Alfred Bester end several ather aclknowledged ‘mea-
tera' within the SP field.

Inetead of sn analyeis of exiating Science Fiction or Fantaay
and affiliated fields, I have tried to approach the subject from the
othar direction i4n the hope that what I have ottexpted to convey
will be of umse to writers, probsbly better writers tkher I, who have
in the paat been unable to aell Science Piotion even though their
tdeas, plote and charecters have been well-conatructed.

[13J en 1in e anthologime vearaion,
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It i1s, unfortunately, not an infrequent feiling of many wauld-
ke Scienca Fiction sutbors, und thia article is written in the hope
that the potentimlly good mriterm who have this failing will be able
ta carrect it and perkapa, in e few yaars, be acclaimed ao'beatera’

themselvea,
- ICARUS.

GENERAL
CHUNTERINGS

Perhaps the momt important eavent of recent montha, in Britigh
fannish eyes, is the relaxation of import reatrictions on goods from
the Onited Stetea of America... shich have removed almoat nll rest-
rictiones on book importetior... however, so far as ] have been able
ta tell fram reactions inside 1the book treds, and the pericdical
trede, this will rot meen an early influx of Awericen pulps, comice
ard what have you,.. commente frowm representatives to whom I have
spoken have bsen varied, but by and large the poaitien appears tobe
thet the remsindered material {the stuff which back before *39 used
te come in Ae "ballast" and get sold at 3d a throw)] ia mainly not of
a cleee which the bigger pecple will be interwsted in; in fect, as
a nuaber of the bigger distributore have purchaesed British rights to
verioua magazinee for X perlad of time, they will tuke a wary dim
view oY any importations of this materiul, and will abvicusly iry o
prevent its introduction te the U.X, undar the copyright agreemante
... 8 TAnge of atuff which certain folk have eageriy agraed to im—
yort seems likely to fall foul of the ™obscene” {(etc.) clauases in
our lomg, and go if 1t doaa srrive will probably be stock-plled by
B.M. Customs fcr one of their priwmta 5th of Navewber festivitiea.

Tmportation bty sope emaller firme seers likely, 1in certain
classes of watter, but these won't be cowing ™ballast” and won't
bring the price down by much, altkhough it 1a poseible an unreliable
supply of certain "digeat® magasinas at 1/6 or 2/- may come through
that way... two of the three iamporters 1 have consulted on thia
atate they will be avoiding s-f material as far as pomsible sa “un-
usellable®, .. the third will he bringing sowe ip but can't offer sry
guarantee cf getting issues in auccession, ar aven of getiing any
srecific mags.,. 80 we jual walt an! see¢, 1 gueae,,, next ocat im-
portant things are the introductien c¢f reprirts of IP SCIENCE PICT-
I0N, from Strato Yuba,,, Sirntu are s subsidiary of Thorpe & Porter



who reprint GALAXY ... The Ho.l IF reprints the complete Septsaber
*59 USA issve, &nd asold at 2/-, wappearing late October, Thie
should meun that Bo.2 ought to be out about the time of writing but
po fer supplies haven't reachad wme,..then Atlas, long-time reprint-
era of ASTCURDING, have introduced a new peries of The Mag ol Fant-
Bay & Science Piction... I undersatand the Tirat three isaues repri-
nted from variovs Americen iseues, culling the "bamt™ of earller
materisl, and thereafter <the full American iesue will be reprinted
+«» thino ip suggested to be the March *60 ERE taken from the Dec
'59 Americen igsue,

we have the uplift im price of Mova’s NEW WORLDS frowm 2/- to
2/6 with issus Bo.89,.. Editor Carmell announcee that hia otler tmo
mags {Science Pantasy and Science Piction Adventuraa) will remain
at the 2/- figure... Penguin published in ecenario form "The Quate—
Tooea Experivent” by Higel Enesls..,well worth sttention if you can
reed ocenarioe,..l know that some folk find this difficult,but give
it 8 try... it bae been gimplified fOr the ordinary reader, by some
revision of the technical terms and directicns...there are 8 pagee
of plates, and the full caet of the B.B.C, TV performanca is given
+.+ borrora, like wonders, nevar cesse,,, 8nd the lateat of theaa
to reach my esre fa the chenge of title of ASTOUNDING... this is
now “ANALOG SCLERCE PACT PICTION".,, thie title chaage has not been
receivad with wernth in some American a-f circlza,., it 18 felt to
be unmieldy and pomewhat deceptive... and at lesat one correspond-
ent has expresged the opinion that the step will lsad to the den—
ise of ASF... note that the ASP diminutive can atill be obtained
from the new-title, tho, and that - ae many of us can recall - it
ia not the firat time that John Caupbell Jnr, has tried to drop "Aa-
tounding® from hia mag title... oh, the price ie up to 50¢ from the
Noveaber '59 issue... 1,Ron Huhderd, now residant in U.K,, has made
the - well, perhaps mot the hasdlines, but at leaat the newapapsrs,
+.. agein, with his plant experiments...he has aatiafied himpelf,
(the reparta I've read have been rather tongus 1n chsak) that fruits
and roots have emottons, a lemon can love and a rigleaf he fearful,
+»-Juat how sericusly tha reports should be teken I don’t laow; fond-
om'a enthusiaem for a-f gete rather distirted when subjected to the
whima of reporteres, as many of ue know, and there 1& guite poasibly
a atrong divergence between what L.Ron Bubbard wesnt and what haa
appesared in the presa.

An Avon ™original™ 35¢ pb raprinte (for the first time 1in the
U.S.4.) John Christopher'a THE YEAR OF THE COKE? under the title
PLANET IH FERIL... I don't know if I should mention thias or not,
but I'm aure srthur will forgive me,.. THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SKY by
arthur C. Clarke is out from Yignet, at 35¢, a complete reprint of
the Horcourt Brace book... rssson for my double iw ihe¢ publlabera’

statement that ne part of the book may be reproduced by any means,
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and they mpecificelly include mimevgrapbic and taper reproduction,
without prior conss#nt of the publishers... as trke title is part of
the book..., wall, what does one 309 I've writien Harcourt Brace,
=nd hope thet by the time thie opnesrs I'1ll have their permisaion.
1f you can boerrow a copy from the l{brary, raad "The Golden
Age of Quackery" by Stewart H, Holbrac¢k, published by Macaillan,
New York, at 34/6,.. it is a delightful eurvey of the patent mag-
icine boop of the 19th and early 20th century deys of innocence in
the Stetes.., not s=-f, oI courese, Dbut w-f-ish, and could de good
plot source for buddimg authers, Arkhae House, Auguet Derletb’s
publishing venture, recantly guieacent, 1ms showing migrns of life
agsin and in 1ts mcheduls includes "srkham House - A Bibliagrapnp!
«+v @ gomplete account of the inceptlan and firet 20 yeara of the
hietory of srkham House, plua & complets Dbidbliography... 8 select-
ion of Loveoraft telee long out of print end some excerpta <from
HPL'e letters, and other personal data of BPL by Lin Carter, Robert
Blech and others, under the title *The Shuttered Roeom & Uther
Pieces®,., also for April '6Q we ehould at laet see <Clark Aehton-
Smith's "The Adomirations ¢f Yondo®... when wmentioning .SF e¢arlier
I forgot to may that Conde Nash Puts have taken ¢ver Streat & Smith
as from Auguat last... Mag of PRSP hee anothsr all-ster iszsue eche-
duled for March ‘60, but price and pp will not be increaesd thie
time, aa they were in tbe Oct *59 issue... Doc. relr writae me on
ball-point pen delstion... "I have found the beat wmay to deal with
res PRESB... place face down on a pad cf three or four thicknees of
blotting paper, and then moek through the paper from the back with
3 amall cotten-weol pad ecaked in gcetone,.. repest this two or
threc times, =shifting to 8 cleen aectior of blutting paper each
time™.,,, if on the board, mo that it cannat be eoaked thru from the
back, Doc muggests 1t is 8till pomeibls but nat sa ¢amy, end requi-
rea rapeated moakings from the frant and quick blotting-off, until
the ink hae bren cleared, Do not forget acetone 1e not only more
volatile then spirit,but also wore inflawmable, snd no npked flame,
fire, etc., ehould be permitied in the roouw, Don't smoke an the
Job... you Jjuet wight as sell not bother, and stey wmith uas.

A nuw colleation of James Blish ataries wse published "betmeen
boarda™ over here or Jan,22nd, GALACTIC CLOUSTER, 1%/- frox FPabder &
Pader,,. sixr yarns,including the lengthy "BRANSTALK" novelette ....
this im already out 2¢ ® pb in the USA, from Bellantine... 18th
Torld 8-P Convention will be held in Pitteburgh in 1960, oept 3rd
te 5th.., youre truly ia acting aa Britiah rep for the ConCommittes
and kuropear mamberabip will comt you 7/64 (States memberehlp is
£2.00).., I've not ussd thia column for wentioring fensines buch,
but I think syeryone will forgive me if I do note Ron Benreti's SK¥-
RACX, a newsletter for fane, 64 e copy, olx for 2/6, - Ron given
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pretty foll coverage to fannish events, etc., and this should be
engouraged .., write to him at 7 Scuthway,Arthurs Avenua, HARRCUGATE,
Yorks ... I try to cover non-faonish tlinge, more than fan-doinga
but of courae, the column ig limited.., I have cns quention, whieh
you can angwer by lettera to the editor..., would you }ike a reason-
ably complete limting of pbe published, Britieb and USA, from imeue
to i1saue? ..., 1t can probably ©be done, if you think it would be
useful ... pguees that is all for now ,,.

THE ARTS
AND THE FUTURE

It ie fairly clear to everyone that the world, as a whole haa
already entered shat will probably be ite greetest Rommntic Age to
date. Jputnicks are up, there are rocketa on and round the moon,
and 2 bathyecope has dewcended into ths deepemt trench in the
Pacific Ocean. Bot oince Elizabeth I snd england has there been
such adventure ahead, and hers once mors are the circumatunces for
gramstneaas in the Arts,

vhat leads have we so far? Beatnick authors and poets, Action
painteres, and humiquuw Concrete, No one denies that theae mediums
have a valid aay in sattera, but will they provide a nseful lead
inta our futurs? No, the arts must remsume their proper course -
Romance,

My ilmpresvion of the field at present is ae followm,

In art, there is but one painter sure of hie immortality,
Picaeso, who meapures np to hie etature? Albert Camua who recent-
ly died in & car ¢raah near Parias, seemed to me the brightamt light
on the horison of letters; with Camua gone the rfield awcema very
open. Bera Pound i3 surely the major poet of our time, for all hia
obecuritliee gnd symdboliasm, Epetmin, of course, im the aculptor of
modern times and his influepce will be Telt for meny years to come,
In the world of music Stravineky will give any backar a run for his
woney.

Now to S.P. Pollowing the tradition of Swift, Wellps and Verne,
and towaring above all thagse and prenent 5.P, authors ia J.R.R.
Tolkien whose "Fellowahip of the Hing" is a ®e or wmagterpiece of
all time renking with the warke of Toletoy, Dostoievaky, Balauc,
ete,, ete, nay Brndbury 18 & poet who writee proee, snd pay well
in the future be regarded es a wajor suthor of our time, We now
come t0 the, what one might call, straight noveliat of 5.7, here arc
many good writere including John Wyndham, Jokn Christopher, Ilaaac
Assimoy  (whose idess and fmsgiration are brilliant, but lacka the

aophisticetien of Ryndham and Caristopher) and many others,
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®hare to frow hera? I have givern an extremely Dbrief reaume
0f paocple who can give a leed to the arte of the future. Inapec ted
cloamly it will be weer. that they, as all genuine srtists, poets,
writers end musicisns are, whether they ecknowladge 1t or not,
baxically rowantic, How i& not thea time for experimanta in ab-
mtractiors as many telented young pecple thipk, but = time for
Romanticisz 1n ites finemt treditien, locking forward, feeling the
times, observing an age being borm!

G. ¥. Koedell,

ON TEE BEACH.

This film 1a e muat! A film which everyone on earth should see
for it brings howe the prablem which is so clame to remlity; the
final destruction of life on earth, after an atomic war, by radia-
tion.

Stanley Xramer the director, has dons tha nearly iwpossibla, &
ctmhination of what the Pilm Industry cell an art filw, mnd 8 bax
cffice crowmd pulier.

The crowd pulling espact ia reveasled in the stsre, Ava Gardner
Gragary Feck, Pred Aataire and ,nthony Ferkine. Fred istiaira givas
the performance of m lifetiwe, am =z aciertist, spmd the othera reant
with perfarmancee which are among the hest thay have done. bonna
Ardermon tekse her firat atur role =nd ccmea up with & gerformence
which avgers well for her future.

Two faulta only come to mind. The firset is & bird flying over
the oil refinery which ia svuprosedly in the radlation struck area.
Seecond is the mugic; Ralieing Matilde im all very well for a coupls
of chorusea, bnt geta very wearing after 2 hourg of almosat non-atcp
varistiona!

Homever, se we sny, this i¢ & muat - for everyane,

The spaceship from WHEN WORLLS COLLIDE. A Paramount Pletuyre,
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Prom arshur B. #eir, D.3c., Primroas Cottage, ¥esipnbirt
¥illege, Nr, Tatbury, Glos.

To 351d Birchbyi- Tou cascribe Faotar em a "a sadly soggy
journal®, dhy? #bhy not lat us know exmetly what the al-
leged mogginesa coceists of, or why not write an articls
or & piacs of rsporterage for it yourself wniah shall not
soffer froe this defwct? ..... Next gbout the gusstias of
B.3.7.4. genbara’ hobbie e "fugg-heeded® raquest just
happens to ba that of over 50K of our wambara, dost aof
thes have found out, by sxperience, that while & asason
intorest in 8-F 1a gocd anough for stertipg sn soguaint-
ancaship, it 1s not sulficisnt for kesping it up; further
ecutual iotersate sre rejuired, Adcardingly, & gTeat meny
lettors letters that tha Sacretary gets with ths ameaber-
ship applicatios fores ask for the writsr to be put into
touoh with pscple haviog aimilar hobbiss. Purther, at ths
19539 Conveantion, at Birmipgham, I m ¢d © Compile tha
stakistica of our meaburship'a graf onos and bobbles,
that I havs now publisbed. (¥ell, hom about an artisle,
31d? Can do? - Ed.)

To Eric Bentoliffer- If you'vs read the article opntrib-
utud to Eric Jonsa about paianics, you will raslies thst
it can bo very fasaineting, Like othar golsatista, I toak
i1t up to prove to mysalf that it was a fake - and found
that 1t waan't!., I have built myaalf a oopy of the prin—
ted clrouit Hisronymous aschipe and find that & worka for
we only about 208 of tha tima, but when 1t doemit will do
wondera. For axampla, 1t will deo a complete qualitative
snalysis of a 10-ml. sample of mcluticn cantaining & rad-
f¢len, at a diluticn of ons twankieth molar im under twa
ainutes; s spaed that pot even the high-epsed micratech-
niyues can match! For my 14-year-old daughter it works
over 90 of the time,. As ragards storias thareon, I'wve
oo epecial objeotion, but five or mix par year are enough
in mny ona sagasine, and pal powera ehouldn't be ugsed as
u panscas for all soientific problsas.

Dannia Tuoker, 97 Oskridze rosd, High ¥yoombe, Buoks.

Have read ¥.6,; quite an ioterestings ard well-pro-
duged ismus. Congrats to all ococnoernad. [ particularly
anjoysd dika doarsock's articla om L. 3pragus de Cemp and
alao found Eric Bentoliffa’s articla of particular intar-
ant, 1 aubsorided to ASF for eightesn yeers, but did
not botber to remew the aub. wheo it expirsd and wrate
to tbe editor giving oy ressop for not renswing, not in-
aldeatally, ths aame am Brio'ea. Of course, it boils down
to the old quaetion -~ what ia ecienmna-ficetion? S3.F. oan
ba prectically "all things to all men™. ,.... 48 & oine
snthualast, I would like to knaw seaething about Cheltan-
has's film “The Teet™, nentiocnad in imatenr Cins forld for
Juna, 1959. How about an article in Veotor? And aan the
file be borrowed? (Over to Brin Jones far this juary - 2d)
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3id Birehby. 1 Gfoucester ive., Levanshulae, a'cheater 19.

Thank you faor ¥eeter No. 6 ioto which much good met-
arial has deen placed. 1 azpscially wojoyed Doc., Awir's
raviyus of the "H#ight Land"” and “Lend Under Eagland* both
af which I hava. Ihin 1an't to swank, bui to show that (
kno» for pymelf his raviews wers correct in detasl snd vy
thoughtful in their approach, Pity you'rs getiing 1ittle
response from resdsrs. Only thram lgttears this tima; or
only three printable? ind twof thode from Jeaves and my-
asalf, sho dan't really need emcouraging (Sack you mutin-
ous dogat). Yes, my letier was a hit peeviph, 1 daramay.
Apologieas to Doc Aair, if I offwnded him. This comas of
taking arga against scmecns I've never cet - wlwayd = bad
practice - and this ia one arguneat ia favour of coaven-
tions. Wall, perhapa I sball see hiz at the Zagter ons.
(See Doo'a reply in this iapus, %1d.- Bd,)

Joe Patrisio, 72 Glamvorioch Crascant, Edipburgh 5.

It seezs & logioal thing to etart at tha begioning,
20 I'1)] say eome wordm adout the ocover. I quite liked ft
that =ay, palin with po illo, but samabody shoold bavs gnt
hald of a deocent sat of lattaring guides to do "Fsetor® an
the tover., 3till, try sgain. sessess The dupsring mas a
great ioprovemsnt on last tise, every word was legible amd
nodedy oan sek for mora theo that. .,.,. De Ceap iw not a
writer that I have resd s great deal of, but navartheless
the article by wike Jooroock msde very intsrepting rasdicg
and, mors than that, gave 24 a liet of storias to look out
fae. Tha Jim Cawthorn 11lo at tha end waas & bemuty - gxat
hie to do mgra. .. Sandra complains about tha bad borroer
filmg - tha lest J.F. filc I sau was the MDUSE TEAT BOAAAD
and that wean't atriotly 3.F, 1 rasent paying soney tomae
rubbish fhén I can ses it on I.¥. for mathing. and coma
%0 thipk of 3t, the latast Quatermasa serial waan't ao bad
st that, I caxe & point of olseing Zilms whick have in
the title tda word "the acpeter”, "the Cremturs”, "It Ceme
From” or *,,.from 3pace". On Sacdra's mecond point, I'w
sure that really outatanding files could be made from tha
booka "Player Planoc", "Ibe Long Louwd 3ilenne”, and "EBarth
Abides”, but then I think of what film tompanies would do
ta them, and mbudder. The B.3.F.i. file ssard 1a quita a
gacd idea dut this kind of award 14 iz existance with the
anpual Hugo asarda, Navarthelees I suuld support the idea
if 1t nanaged to bring to ths murface only gns #ood 4.7,
filp anch year, ,... Iaotsresting festure i3 Doc Weiz's
bock reviawa. [ha only thing ia the fect that all the
backa he reviews are so old that it’s wall znigh fapasaiblae
ta get hald of e copy, whick ia =2 bit of a lut-dosn after
Dac hma built up my interast. 0ooo Beat artiale ia the
magasine was undoubtadly Eric Bentoliffe on Pelons Fiation
I fesl that JWC Jr. bas dona a lot of hare te S.F. by his
blind plugging of wbat ba calls paionias. #hy? dell wp
to tha present AJF has held prasier place ia the nagasina
fisld, b0t aom Campball domsgn't mdem to care vwhather the
atoriem are good of nat am long ma they mentige Pal, Thet
ASF tm oo longer the Mo, 1 2a2. with 8, 7. readers ia eeen
at onge whano the fmct im preisntad that for the laat 1two
yanra the zagmsine F & $F has ousted ASF froa the pumber 1
apot 1o the annual Hogo msarda. ind I ressnt heving tdeas
rammad down oy throat wvhan they'ra glven = thick coating
of arud. «f final cpooment "Coom bank, Isamc Alaimov”,
(Sorry I had to cut down your extramaly interamting letter
Jaa - but your main posnte arw ip. - B,




: COMING SOON IN VECTOR

In answer to quite a number of pleas from BSFA Members who
the fantasy genre to be dealt with more fully, we shall be

want
including a FANTASIANA section in future issues.

This illustration
is from a pencil
sketch by Jim
Cawthorn, complieted
=2 by Bill Ward.
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TREASURER’S

BRITIEH SCIEMCE FICTION

INCTUR A EXPENDITUEE ACCTURT

*VRCTNR"

Library - Expenditure 12, B. 4
Least Faea P, 4. M

Advertiaing

Statiansry

Postngs

kimosllansous Rxpenditure

Balenos, belng exceap of incoos nvar expenditure

BALANCR SHERT
sacumulated Pund

Excees of Income ovar Txpendlture
ta dnte %9.13. @

Excopa Af Library Valuation over
¢comt th Psmspiation 99.18. 1

Suhecriptions paid in idvanae

Tha abmee Balance Sheet and Income and
and are 1n sccardence therawith,

4 Llayda Avenue
LOUON E.£, .

£9.72. 0

3. %.0®
10.%4, ®
12. %, 1
1.7, *
% 1. 9
39.15. 2

£ 117, 5. 2

1x2, A. 08
3419, 0

£ 149, $. 8

Fxpermittira Accnund
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REPORT

PSS IAYL

FOR TIEZ WOHINAL YH#R WALFD 3Ntk TUN® 1353

Subacriptinnas recaived 1952/1950

Sales nf "History & Index of
Jawx ¥orlde Science Fiotion®

l.ean: Cast nf Index
Conventian 1350 - Receipte

Lesa: Pxpendituras

9. A, N
T.19. 4
jAa. A, A

2g.140. 1

AS AT %¢h JUNE 1359

Liorary - fa valusd by Hsad Librrrian

Conts
Ap par cantra
Stacks - Statienery
"HMaw "nrlda® Index
"VECTIR®
DeBtarn = Library
“New Worlds® Indax
Cash Brlance « At Bank
Library

Publicatisna Dapt

have bmsn praparad fras tha Bnaks ard vouchers of tha gasaciation

{nignad)
W.5. CRCPT ESQ. P.C.h.

9.17.
92.1%.
T5. 0.0

1. 5.

a3 x» Cll» ®

8.

14.11
5.12. n
48.17. 0
3. 9.10
.79

Chertered Aceauntant

711.10.

2 110,

°

_—

102,11,

-

A, A1

53,74,

£ 149.

”

b
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T. PINANCIAL RFPORT - HALF YFAR T/ DECFMEFR 1987

Brought Thrwsrd - Fxpanaea 41, 1.10
Cash In hand Rt L
Reservas 1,10, 1 =4, %,10 Heaarvap:
arpeymsntn
Subscriptinna xg, . n not rafunded
Leny Adafunda 1.30, N RR,I%, O L
Narth
Library chargsms stc - Amer.
Tutatanding b/f 14.11 Expn =, Q9
Hdelf -yonur 8.1=, 4 9.1n. % 1140
Conw.11.1%. 7
Salo nf “Hintory Gen
% Index nf purpe
NE™ ¥130LD8 SF7 1781/7
- 1, 1. n 1N, 7. 4
Nutstanding D
Credit Smlem bAF<.1%. N Debtor (par contral N, A
Leaas paid
during fyr s, A A Cash 1n
Se Band:
Plus salas #yr =. N. 6 %.°4. 0 Libry - - -
Pubna
Dapt 1,17, A
liegars
Chap-
mAna
{creda 3. 7
Trens'r
{un-
ren-
arved
bal) ®=n. A. 4 %2, %, &
£ 105k, 1 F 105,18, 1
———————— TrrTrrrvew
2, ANALYSIS F FXPENSES PNR Tif HALY YEAR
ro.mul Yeoator |N.w. b ILibmry some. MTALS
. |Indax Indax
Int | l
Pont 1. 7. 8 8. 1. & 3. K n 8. 1.5 5.9 14.47.11
Bxt '
1.13. A
Staty 4.17.11 | ‘ﬂ. N. 0 16.17.11
Sundr A. n 1. 8 1. 0 B, 0. O A.1Mn, a
3.11. 4138, 0. 7 4. & f 1% 1. 8 3.9 40. 1.0
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28 PART /W this report you should find my uwaual two tablem, dealins this
tine with the *interoslated” half-year ending 31 Deceaber 1859. Alet
around here aomewhere {moet probably stuck right between thea erd thig)
you should find the Auditor's report on tha "nominal year® ending %0 Ju
1969, 1n the form of a two-pafs sepreed. In the rext (eighth) iesus of
VECTIR, 1 hope to be able to mun a wimiler suditor's report an the bPalfe
yoar to December, plus py own report on the three montha ending ¥arch 19
- arier shich, T moat sinnerely hope, things will settle down into a quist
quarterly-cun-ysarly rautine.

A close scrutiny of tha suditor's report will reveal certain sunning.
ly-concanled aimilaritisa to my own equivalent report on the aame period,
that appeared in VEOMR K, As for my own iws tables pressnted herewith,
I think the only remark oalled (o ia t0 point out to thoss who may have
anly recently coms tn that the split of Saneral posteds betwesn ®internal®
and "exterml” 1a pads {n order to show tha coat of correapondence batween
the varicus afficiala of tha Aasmootiation as dilstinat from aorrespondence
which they condunt with other people,

Follomingk my sbave-mentionsed report in VEOTOR 8, here follow tha per-
ocentages derived from the armlyeis of expanditure &uwring the psriod, .
eplit over the Asmsociation’a various services and projeote)

Genoral adminiatration
Advertising
*VEO o

by L
Checklinte & Indexes
Library
Conventions

Spreading the first two oetegories proportionataly over the otherns,
howevar, produes the following:

STRCTOR" K¢k K
Chackliate & IndeXes 4.%]
Library

29.99
Crrvent ions sa:u <

Thus 1t can be seen that Ssmerally speaking, our sxperditurs was div-
ided fairly evenly betwesn the Comvention, the L{bru-,, and “YRCTOR®, with
the referenca department Aa e oawpArativaly minor sideline.

(a.H, Meroer)
B Treasurer, B.8.9.4.

Juns
0,150 H, Harrieon: Bregnabakken 10, Bistrup Wy Birkergd, Sjaelland, Den-
4.1%1 H.C. Gdldert: 14 Longton Avenus, Withington, Mancheatsr R0
AJ1SH "YW Adm ppp F. KiIngs FPullaer House AATI, RAFP Biroham, Newton,

Kings Lymn, Norfolk
M.1BY  A.M. Worrimen: Cerpan G4n, mich, Port William, Trvernes«lBAKAAM
M.154 JeR. Mundy: %0 !ayf10ld Park South, Fishponda, Bristol
M. 15K J.S. Orusdyt: Roynl Rarlgwood Hoepital, Redhill, Surrey
A.158  H,¥, Douthwaite! 21 Stratton Rd, Whalley Ranga, Manahsster 16
%.157 Wre C.J. Glent Box 17%, Emraughton, Bandburg, Transwasal, S. Africa
M.1%@ C.A. Miller: 44 "heatcloae R4, Barrow in Mxmass, lance
M.1%9 S. Splero! 47 Aigburth Aall M, Liverpool 19
K, 10 s Baynor: 22 Xcott Bulldings, Caledonian Rd, Londan N7

‘id there wre no ¢heangos of addresa thie tima.



.S
8 “WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE"

A raramount Picture

Jou MAY HAVE FORGOTTEN
someTHING Lse./

HAVE YOU
RENEWED YOUR
\Y//-



